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Apart from his impotence in action, his presence gave the
ministry support from above. Their pet could not be
allowed to fall; well, he has got to port. If Count Bern-
storff is but half the man that many people maintain, this
second wedge will be more efficacious than the first, else
he will not remain in office four months. You will doubt*

less have heard from Manteuffel or Alversleben that I                  }

I
have split with my comrades permanently on the homage                  |

question. If I still remain in this company, it is because
the King insists upon it, and I, being exempt from all
scruple under the present circumstances, can now go on
fighting with my vizor up. It suits my nature better that
these gentlemen shall know I am opposed to their pre-
scriptions than that they should, as hitherto, only believe
it. May God help us in future! I can do little more
than remain an honest man; work in my own department,
and do what is sensible. The greatest misfortune, how-
ever, in all this worry is the weariness and languor of our
King. He is more than ever under the orders of the
Queen and her accomplices. If he does not recover his
physical vigour everything will be lost, and we shall totter
on into the yoke of parliamentarism, the Republic, and -
the Presidency of Patow. I can see no means of safety
whatever, unless the Lord our God help us. In the proc-
ess of universal dissolution I can recognise only one or-
ganism with any power of resistance, and that is the army.
To maintain this untainted is the problem which I regard
as still soluble, but certainly only for a short time. It
too will become plague-stricken if it does not get to ac-
tion, unless healthy air is breathed into it from above, and
that too becomes more difficult every day. If I am right

in this, and I think I am, I cannot be blamed for continu-
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